
 

 

18th March 2022 
Issue 439 

This week’s theme was:                      

St . Patrick 

 

If I have any worth, it is to live my 

life for God so as to teach these 

peoples; even though some of 

them still look down on me. 

 

St. Patrick 

 

sitting. They saw something like 

flames of fire that were separated 

A prayer for St. Patrick 

Dear God, I arise today, through 
God's strength to pilot me, God's 
might to uphold me, God's wis-
dom to guide me, God's eye to 
look before me, God's ear to hear 
me, God's word to speak for me, 
God's hand to guard me, God's 
shield to protect me, God's host 
to save me from snares of devils, 
from temptation and from every-
one who shall wish me ill, afar and 
near.    

Amen. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Our thoughts remain with all those impacted and affected by the conflict in Ukraine. We 
delivered a full minibus load of emergency provision to the drop-off site near Redditch. That 
is over three dozen decent-sized boxes. Our thanks to you all for the enormous level of sup-
port that you have offered to those who we may never meet. 
  

Our colleagues in Worcestershire County Council have set up a webpage to provide infor-
mation for residents including some helpful information and resources to use when talking to 
children about war and the conflict in the Ukraine. Visit www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
ukrainesupport for more information. 
 

The by-line of Red Nose Day is ‘do something funny for money’ and we are interpreting that in a different 
way this year. Instead of doing something on the day itself, we are supporting World 
Down Syndrome Day on 21st March.  On Monday, pupils are invited to wear their craziest 

socks or possibly deliberately wear odd socks, along with their school uni-
form. There will be a monster sock box in the Reception area into which 
donations will be gladly received towards the work of the Down Syn-
drome charity and/or pupils can bring in some money for the (bought-in) 
cake stall which will be open that day. The awareness of Down Syndrome 

will be shared within tutor time on that day as we further recognise the diversity of God’s 
creation. 
 

For from the creation of the world the invisible things of Him are clearly seen, being understood through 
the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse.   

Romans 1:20 
 

Sporting fixtures and other events have been continuing, both during school time and after school. Thank 
you to those of you who act as taxis when the children return from their competition - we appreciate you 
supporting Walkwood as your children represent our school. 
 

Rev. C. Leach, Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Whole School Target  

  95.6% 

Whole School Attendance 

 

 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/ukrainesupport
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/ukrainesupport


 

 

 

For the week ahead 

The Fruit of Faith 

is: Thankfulness 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you. 

Psalm 118:28 

The assembly 

theme: 
Free Speech 

Do not take to hear all the things that people say, lest you hear 

your servant cursing you. Your heart knows that many times 

you yourself have cursed others. 

 

Ecclesiastes 7:21-22 

We ask for your thoughts and prayers in the week ahead for: 

The weekend 
Those affected by the war in 

Ukraine 
Monday Our MP, Rachel Maclean 

Tuesday Public services Wednesday 
The local churches and communi-

ty centres 

Thursday 
Volunteers who are transporting 

supplies to refugees 
Friday 

The teachers and support staff of 

Vaynor First School 

A stream that 
flows through 
the village of 
Bishop's 
Lydeard, 
Somerset

Mike Horsington



 

 

Where Next? Flowers 

For nearly 30 years, Where Next? have come into school on the Friday before Mothers’ 

Day to sell flowers to pupils (and staff too). This will happen on 25th March this 

year.  



 

 



 

 

Fake news and disinformation online 

What’s the problem? 

Fake news is false or misleading information presented as genuine news.  

Your child might have seen fake news online about the Russian invasion of Ukraine. There have been 
examples of old footage being shared as if it’s new, or images being manipulated to present a mislead-
ing picture about what’s happening. There’s been lots of misinformation on TikTok in particular. 

Fake news and disinformation have also been linked to radicalisation by extremists and attempts to 
skew people’s world views.  

Reading such information can upset or worry your child unnecessarily. Fake news also helps create a 
culture of fear and uncertainty, with children trusting reputable news outlets less as a result of fake 
news. 

How can I help my child spot fake news online? 

Tell them to ask themselves: 

What’s the source? Is it a reputable news source, and are mainstream news outlets reporting it too? 

When was it published? Check the date an article was published, as sometimes old stories are 
shared on social media. This could be an accident, or it might be to make it look like something 
happened recently 

Have you seen anything similar elsewhere? What happens if you search for it on Google or check 
it using a fact-checking website like Full Fact? 

Do the pictures look real? Images might have been edited. They might also be unrelated images 
that have been used with the story 

Why might this have been created? Could someone be trying to provoke a specific reaction, 
change your beliefs, or get you to click a link? 

 

Encourage them to read beyond the headline too. Many people share sto-
ries having just read the headline, then discover the actual story is quite dif-
ferent. 

Netball news 

 

On Thursday 10th March, the year 7 girls went to Woodrush High School to 

participate in the Redditch School Games netball tournament. During the 

first game we were very nervous and unfortunately lost but brought it back 

by winning the rest of the games. At the end of the day, we came second 

out of 5 schools, winning silver medals. We all played really well and had lots 

of fun!  

Mary & Katie  



 

 

A new online Free School Meals System 
 
This message is for you if your child or children are currently eligible, or may be eligible, for free 
school meals under the benefit criteria. 
 
Worcestershire Children First are inviting you to use a new self-service process to manage free 
school meals applications and keep you up to date with any changes. 
 
For anyone who is currently eligible and receives free school meals, there will be no changes or 
loss of eligibility until at least July 2023 even if your personal circumstances have changed.  
 
What do you need to do? 
The system uses the same portal you used to apply for your child’s school place. You should use 
your admission application login details on the Citizen Portal to apply for Free School Meals. You 
can access the portal using this link: 
 https://emsi.worcestershire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en?ReturnURL=%2FCitizenPortal_LIVE%2F 
 
If you do not currently have a Citizen Portal account, please follow the on-screen instructions to 
register an account. 
 
We need your permission to communicate with you in this way, so we need you to use the portal, 
enter your details and make an application. This will mean reapplying for Free School Meals for 
your child(ren) but please do not be concerned that this will affect current arrangements - all eligi-
ble families are protected until at least July 2023. Using the portal will not change this, it’s just so 
that we can communicate with you. 
 
Once you have applied using the new system, you will receive a confirmation message that your 
application has been received and is being processed. You will then receive further notifications via 
the Citizens Portal as your application progresses.  
 
Why have we developed a new system? 
A key part of the new system is the ability for parents to receive updates on their application and 
ongoing status without delay via email and portal messages. 
 
What about Universal Free School Meals? 
Universal Infant Free School meals for pupils in Reception, Y1 and Y2 will continue to be managed 
by the school and are not managed via the Portal.  
 
Any questions or concerns? 
If you have any questions or comments about this new process, please contact the Free School 
Meal team via freeschoolmeals@worcschildrenfirst.org.uk.   
   
 
Thank you, and we look forward to receiving your application 
 

The Free School Meals Team, Worcestershire Children First 

https://emsi.worcestershire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en?ReturnURL=%2FCitizenPortal_LIVE%2F
mailto:freeschoolmeals@worcschildrenfirst.org.uk


 

 

The following information concerns how we continue to ensure that pupils are cared for within our 

school: 

Early help:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf   

E-safety:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety  

Anti-bullying:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf  

Attendance: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf  

Prevent:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf  

Safeguarding: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection  

   https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf  

Relationships and Sex Education: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%

20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf  

Information for parents and carers on COVID-19 vaccination for at risk 5 to 11 
year olds 
 
Children aged 5 to 11 years who are in a clinical risk group or who live with someone who is immunosup-

pressed can get the COVID-19 vaccine, in line with advice set out by the Joint Committee on Vaccination 

and Immunisation (JCVI). Eligible children include those with diabetes, immunosuppression, learning 

disabilities, and other conditions as outlined by the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) in the Green 

Book. 

 

Vaccinations help to increase protection against COVID-19, which is particularly important for those 

with underlying health conditions.  

 

Further information is available in the guide for parents of children aged 5 to 11 years published by 

UKHSA. We have published some frequently asked questions on the vaccination programme including 

information on eligibility, accessibility and advice for parents of children at high risk from COVID-19. Fol-

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-30-december-2020/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-advice-on-priority-groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-30-december-2020?utm_sourc
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-30-december-2020/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-advice-on-priority-groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-30-december-2020?utm_sourc
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-the-green-book-chapter-14a?utm_source=8%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-the-green-book-chapter-14a?utm_source=8%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-aged-5-to-11-years/a-guide-for-parents-of-children-aged-5-to-11-years-of-age-at-high-risk?utm_source=8%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/11/vaccinations-for-clinically-vulnerable-children-and-young-people-your-questions-answered/?utm_source=8%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

 

  
  
  

                    This week’s Word of the Week: 

 

collaborate      

  

What word class is this word? Could it belong to more than one word class? 
How many syllables does it have? 
Write the dictionary definition(s) of this word, using your own words. 
Are there any synonyms for the word? 
Are there any antonyms for the word? 
Write four sentences, each containing the word. 
  

    Challenge: vary the type of sentence each time: write one as a statement; one as a question; one 
as a command and one as an exclamation sentence. 
For example, if the Word of the Week were joyous: 
 
Statement: Xavier is feeling joyous this morning. 
Question: Does that music sound joyous to you? 
Command: Make yourself look a little more joyous. 
Exclamation: What a joyous evening! 
  
Show your tutor your notes on Word of the Week and receive a merit for answering the questions 
above! 
  

 

for 17th Feb 2022 —  17th March 2022 
 

Congratulations to: 
 

Top Girl   
 

 Imogen Mann ( 6C3 ) - who has read   615,938 words       
 

Top Boy 
 

Joe Craig (  5C3 ) - who has read  439,219 words                               

 

Well done - 3 merits will be awarded to you both. 
 

Keep reading Walkwood, next week it could be YOU …….    



 

 



 

 

For information about the curriculum for each year group, please select: 

Year 5 

Year 6 

Year 7 

Year 8 

For information about specific curriculum subjects, you will find the calendars here: 

Art and Technology 

Computing 

Drama 

English 

French 

Mathematics 

Music 

Physical Education 

Science 

Spiritual & Social Education 

Additionally, for Careers 
 
For the overall rationale for the way we have put the curriculum together, please select 
this: 

Curriculum Rationale 

If you wish to understand how our pastoral system operates, kindly select: 

Pastoral Strategy 

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-5
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-6
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-7
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-8
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Art
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Computing
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/drama
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/English
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Modern-Languages
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Mathematics
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Music
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Physical-Education
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Science
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Spiritual-Social-Education
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/careers
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/curriculumrationale
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a9c7-Pastoral%20strategy%20for%20website.pdf


 

 

                                 

 

 

                                                                           

 

 

Date Activity Location Open To Cost Leader 

May 2022 
 
Fri 13 –  

Mon 16 

Outward Bound Yorkshire Y6 £ 324 Rev Leach 

June 2022 

Wed 22 –  

Fri 24 

Arts and Theatres London Y8 £ 300 Rev Leach 

Fri 24 –  

Mon 27 

Outward Bound 

  

Yorkshire Y7 £ 324 Rev Leach 

Fri 24 - 

Mon 27 

Outward Bound Brecon Beacons Y5 £ 220 Mr Macdonald / 
Mrs Cull 

February 2023 

Sat 4 –  

Sat 11  

Ski Trip Obertauern, 
Austria 

Y5-Y7 £ 1360 Mrs Cull 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  Date Event 

  

 

 

 

 

2 

0 

2 

2 

 

 

2 

0 

2 

3 

 

Wednesday 30 March Y6 Yorkshire information evening 6.30 pm 

Tuesday 5 to Thursday 7 April School production 

Friday 8 April End of Term 

Monday 25 April Staff Development Day 

Tuesday 26 April First day of the Summer Term 

Wednesday 18 May Y5 residential information evening 6.30 pm 

Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June Half Term 

Thursday 9 June Y5 Y7 Parent’s evening 4.00 —7.00 pm 

Wednesday 15 June Y5 Y7 Parent’s evening 4.00 —7.00 pm 

Thursday 21 July End of Term 

Monday 5 September Staff Development Day 

Tuesday 6 September  First Day of the Autumn Term 

Monday 24 - Friday 28 October  Half Term 

Friday 16 December  End of Term 

Tuesday 3 January  Staff Development Day 

Wednesday 4 January First day of the Spring Term 

Monday 20– Friday 24 February  Half Term 

Friday 31 March End of Term 

Monday 17 April  Staff Development Day 

Tuesday 18 April First day of the Summer Term 

Monday 29 May - 2 June Half Term 

Friday 21 July End of Term 


